Attitudes Toward Sex Education in Memphis
The high rate of teen pregnancy in the Memphis area suggests the need for a multifaceted strategy that addresses sexuality
among our youth, yet the implementation of comprehensive sex education continues to be a controversial issue in the Mid‐
South. This fact sheet provides a snapshot of the attitudes of Shelby County residents towards sex education as a preventive
strategy for teenage pregnancy.
Data are drawn from two samples, participants at the 2009 All About Woman, a free, one day event intended to address
women’s wellness issues in Tennessee, and the 2009 Early Childhood Public Opinion Poll, conducted by The Mid‐South Survey
Research Center (MSRC) representing researchers from The Urban Child Institute, The University of Tennessee, and The
University of Memphis to investigate the attitudes of Shelby County residents.

 The overwhelming majority of
Memphis women in the sample
thought comprehensive sex
education should be taught in
public schools.
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Memphis (N = 138)

0

80

Comprehensive sex ed should be
taught in public schools.

Abstinence‐based sex ed should
be taught in public schools.

Source: All About Women, 2009

Sex ed should not be taught in
public schools.

Sample of 138 participants consists of
82.2% African Americans and 14.5% Whites
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Do you wish teens were getting more information about abstinence, more
information about birth control or protection, or more information about
both?

 The vast majority of Shelby
County residents, both black
and white, wish that
teenagers were provided
with more information
about both abstinence and
birth control.

Already get enough
informat ion
More information about
abstinence
Black Men (N=156)
Black Women (N=175)

More information about
birth control or protection

White Men (N=126)
White Women (N=136)

More information about
both
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Source: Early Childhood Public
Opinion Poll, 2009
Sample of 588 participants consists
of 55.4% African Americans and
44.5% Whites

100

Percentage

4‐15‐11

Births to teens are on the rise for the first time in 15 years. What do you think
would be most effective in helping teens avoid pregnancy?

Black Women
(N=175)

 The majority of Shelby County
residents feel that the most
effective way to avoid teen
pregnancy is to have more
open conversations with
parents.

White Men
(N=126)



White Women
(N=136)



More open conversations with parents
Black Men
(N=151)

More frequent/better quality sex and
relationship education
More availability of condoms
Seeing the consequences of teen
pregnancy realistically portrayed in the
media

0

20

40

60

80

Source: Early Childhood Public Opinion
Poll, 2009
Sample of 588 participants consists of
55.4% African Americans and 44.5%
Whites
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In your opinion, which of the following should be doing more to
help prevent teenage pre gnancy? (Check all that apply)
Schools
Black Men (N=151)

Families

Black Women (N=175)

Friends

White Men (N=126)

Community Groups

White Women (N=136)

Healthcare Providers
0

20

40

60

80

 The majority of Shelby County
residents believe that families
need to be doing more to help
prevent teenage pregnancy.
 Close to half of all participants
believe that schools should be
doing more to help prevent
teenage pregnancy.


Source: Early Childhood Public Opinion
Poll, 2009
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Should contraceptives be
widely availiable in the
community?

Black Men (N=151)

Should off campus school
health clinics provide
contraceptives?

Black Women (N=175)

 The majority of Shelby County
residents feel that
contraceptives should be
widely available throughout
the community and that off
campus school health clinics
should provide them.

White Men (N=126)
White Women (N=136)

Should all schools provide
contraceptives?
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 About half of black
participants and about a third
of white participants believe
that schools should provide
contraceptives.


Source: Early Childhood Public Opinion
Poll, 2009
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